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Abstract: Tumors can be viewed as an abnormal organ which comprise a heterogenous population of cells with marked difference in
their proliferative potential and the ability to reconstitute the tumor upon transplantation. The implication of the cancer stem — cell
hypothesis is that tumor origins from the stem cells,and is a disease of stem cells. The growth of tumor is the result of a minor pop-
ulation of cancer stem cells’ which have the special cell surface mark. Therefore the key of tumor treatment should aim at the cancer

stem cells. This new model of cancer is a huge challenge to the traditional cancer treatments,and cancer stem cell therapy could in-

deed be a shining light on the cancer research horizon.
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